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We have a seismically active planet (Bilham, 2009) and earthquakes are geological phenomena which are an integral part
of the course of nature and life on Earth. However, earthquakes are also events which dramatically affect our complex
societies.  Earthquakes make people terried about it as they strike suddenly at unpredicted times and places (Mokhtari,
2010). Nevertheless, society has the potential to inuence the consequences of earthquakes and the frequency and severity
of the earthquake disasters. In this regard, earthquake disaster preparedness is a vital matter and the shift from reaction to
pro-action is highly encouraged. The focus is needed not only on emergency response and relief, but as well on the mitigation
of earthquake risk, building resilience, learning from experiences, avoiding the repetition of past mistakes, implementing
earthquake disaster prevention and preparedness measures (Alexander, 2000; Cutter, et al. 2013; Lacasse and Nadim, 2011;
Lacasse et al., 2012).

In the last decades, within disaster risk reduction arena and implicit earthquake disaster risk reduction, speaking and
writing about “Lessons” and especially “Lessons-Learned” became a common phenomenon (Alexander, 2012a; Alexander,
2012b). However a persistent question still remains: Are the lessons from earthquake disasters really learned and can be
truly considered as “Lessons-Learned”? Trying to answer to this question, Iranian seismic space and two of its earthquake
disasters were chosen as the scope of our paper. Iran is situated in a highly seismic part of the Alpine-Himalayan belt and
has a long history of frequent earthquake disasters that caused a large number of death, injuries and massive destruction
(Berberian, 2014; Ambraseys and Melville, 1982). In this study the “Lessons-Learned” from Rudbar earthquake in 1990
and Bam earthquake in 2003 having large amount of data were chosen as case studies.

The main objective of the paper is to investigate and deconstruct “Lessons” and “Lessons-Learned” from the earthquake
disasters of Rudbar and Bam and to analyse their contribution towards earthquake disaster risk reduction and resilience
of communities. Moreover, in order to offer also a broader international perspective, various insights into “Lessons” and
“Lessons-Learned” from other six worldwide earthquake disasters are being presented.
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Based on comparisons, the ndings of the paper underline similarities among the “Lessons” and “Lessons-Learned”
from Iranian earthquake disasters and other six worldwide earthquake disasters, in Armenia, Japan, Turkey, India, Pakistan
and China. Learning from earthquake disasters in Iran and worldwide is a dynamic and complex process that needs to be
put in practice for a long term, in a sustainable way.

In this presentation, the main results achieved   within the process of transfer and application of “Lessons” and “Lessons-
Learned” from one place to another, within Iran or from one country to another, it is important to adapt the lessons to local/
national cultural-social contexts and parameters will be discussed. Furthermore, academia, experts, policy and decision
makers, communities, organizations, institutions and various other social actors need to collaborate within an integrated and
interdisciplinary approach. “Lessons” and “Lessons-Learned” from earthquake disasters in Iran and worldwide have great
potential to make a sound contribution to learning to live to earthquake hazard and the methodology used will be elaborated.
A boost of a culture of resilience and earthquake disasters risk reduction needs to be in place, if the moral responsibilities
for present generations and those yet to come, do not remain just  simple metaphors.

REFERENCES

Alexander  DE (2000) Confronting Catastrophe, New perspectives on natural disasters, Oxford University Press

Alexander DE (2012a) Disasters: Lessons Learned?, Journal of Geography and Natural Disasters, Editorial Note, 2 (1):1-2

Alexander DE (2012b) What can we do about earthquakes? Towards a systematic approach to seismic risk mitigation,
Bulletin of the New Zealand Society for Earthquake Engineering, 45:1-16

Ambraseys NN and Melville CP (1982) A history of Persian earthquakes, Cambridge University Press, New York

Berberian M (2014) Earthquakes and Coseismic Surface Faulting on the Iranian Plateau; a Historical, Social, and Physical
Approach, Development’s in Earth Surface Process, 17 series, ed. J.F.Shroder Jr., Elsevier Publishing

Bilham R (2009) The seismic future of cities, Bulletin of Earthquake Engineering, 7: 839-887

Cutter SL, Ahearn JA, Amadei B, Crawford P, Eide EA, Galloway GE, Goodchild MF, Kunreuther HC, Li-Vollmer
M, Schoch-Spana M, Scrimshaw SC, Stanley EM, Whitney G and Zoback ML (2013) Disaster Resilience: A National
Imperative, Environment: Science and Policy for Sustainable Development, 55(2): 25-29

Lacasse S and Nadim F (2011) Learning to Live with Geohazards: From Research to Practice, In GeoRisk 2011: Risk
Assessment and Management, Proceedings of GeoRisk 201, 26-28 June Atlanta, Georgia, edited by Juang C H, Phoon KK,
Puppala JA, Green AR, and Fenton AG, 64-116, American Society of Civil Engineers

Lacasse S, Nadim F and Høeg K (2012) Risk Assessment and Mitigation in Geo-Practice, In Geotechnical Engineering
State of the Art and Practice: Keynote Lectures from GeoCongress 2012, March 25-29, Oakland, California, edited by
Rollins K and Zekkos D, 729-764, American Society of Civil Engineers

Mokhtari M (2010) Earthquake prediction activities and Damavand earthquake precursor test site in Iran, Natural Hazards,
52: 351-368


